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future. For your bureaucrat, like your
thorough-going militarist, suffers from a
kind of political dyspepsia; he takes the
dyspeptic's gloomy view of future even-
tualities. If a certain country builds an
extra Dreadnought, that is a sure presage
of a wanton and crushing invasion of our
defenceless shores. If in India a native
in all good faith denounces some rather
obvious defect in our rule, he is clearly
the instigator of disaffection, the fore-
runner of another Indian Mutiny. These
worthy people confuse manly independ-
ence with disloyalty; they cannot conceive
of natives except either as rebels or as
timid sheep.
The National Congress, viewed as an
instrument for influencing the course of
Government, has, it is true, achieved no
great success. In this respect it has failed,
as before it many forlorn hopes have
gloriously failed. John Brown's raid
ended in darkness and disaster, yet
through it came the war which struck
* the fetters from the slave. The increased
powers of discussion and of initiative now